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' DEUTERONOMY Xxxxii. 15. 


; But Jeſhurun waxed fat, and kicked : thou art waxen 
at, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fat- 
neſs : then he forſook God that made him, and lightly 
Er the Rock of his falvation. 

I ben fo; 
name for Iſrael. It means God's ancient people the 
Jews. That we muſt underſtand it in this ſenſe, both 

Jewiſh and Chriſtian expoſitors agree. And that we 

do not miſapprehend its genuine meaning ſeems evi- 

dent from the fifth verſe of the chapter ſucceeding our 
text. The divine hiſtorian, ſpeaking of Moſes, ob- 
ſerves, © He was king in Jeſhurun when the heads of 
the people, and the tribes of Iſrael were gathered to- 
gether.” But over whom was Moſes king, aſide from 
Iſrael? Said God, by the mouth of his prophet Iſaiah, 
i Fear not, O Jacob, my ſervant, and thou Jeſhurun 


whom 1 have choſen.” But to multiply quotations is 


needleſs ; enough has been ſaid to prove, that,. by 
Fe we are to underſtand ancient Iſrael, or the 


Jews. 
And 


6 

And in our text, are exhibited the beneficent and 
merciful diſpenſations of Divine Providence towards 
them; together with their ill returns. © But Jeſhu- 
run waxed fat, and kicked : thou art waxen fat, thou 
art grown thick, thou art covered with fatneſs : then 
he forſook God which made him, and lightly eſteemed 
the Rock of his ſalvation.” 

The words fat and fatnefs, as frequently uſed in the 
Bible, denote riches and proſperity. Hence Iſaac, in 
the prophetic bleſſing which he pronounced upon Ja- 
cob, obſerved, ©* God give thee of the dew of heaven, 
and the fatneſs of the earth, and plenty of corn and 
wine.” The Pfalmiſt, deſcribing the benevolence of 
God towards his ancient people, adopts the following 
language; Thou crowneſt the year with thy good- 
neſs, and thy paths drop fatneſs.“ And, ſpeaking of 
the proſperity of the wicked, he ſays, I was envious 
at the fooliſh, when I ſaw the proſperity of the wicked; 
for there are no bands in their death. They are nat 
in trouble as other men. Their eyes ſtand out with 


fatneſs ; they have more than heart could wiſh.” It is 


evident, from theſe paſſages, that the words fat and 
fatneſs ſometimes denote proſperity, or a profuſion of 
earthly bleſſings. In this ſenſe they are ener 
uſed in our text. 

Jeſhurun, or the ancient Ifraclites, were an object of 
God's peculiar care and munificence. This was the 
caſe, from the days of Abraham, the father of that na- 
tion, down to the period in which they were emanci- 
pated from Egyptian bondage. But the privileges to 
which they were admitted after that period, were in- 
comparably * to any they had before enjoyed. 

When 


= ? 
Which the long Saba 47 arrived, in ich 5 
Gerdi to divine prediction, were to be effected 
their freedom and independence, Moſes was raiſed up 
and made the inſtrument of accompliſhing this glorious 
- purpoſe. In obedience to the voice from heaven, 
he led their tribes through the pathleſs deſert, and 
brought them in ſight of the promiſed land; bur that 
he was not permitted to enter. Knowing this, and 
that the time of his departure drew nigh, he ordered 
Iſrael to aſſemble, and hear his laſt, his farewell ad- 
| dreſs. Of this our text is a part. Having, in the be- 
ginning of his addreſs, recognized their-paſt experi- 
ence of divine goodneſs, he looks forward, and by the 
ſpirit of prophecy, unfolds future ſcenes. M informs 
them that they would be the continued obje& of God's 
care, and more largely than ever, ſhare in his liberal- 
ity. All this was implied, in afcribing to Jeſhurun the 
fatneſs mentioned in our text. He had particular ref. 
- erence to the bleſſings and privileges, which they 
were finally to enjoy, in the land of Canaan. But, at 
the ſame time, he predicted their ungrateful return, 
for Heaven's diſcriminating indulgence. © Jeſhurun 
waxed fat and kicked : he forſook God which made 
him, and lightly eſteemed the Rock of his ſalvation.” 
To diſplay the meaning of Moſes in our text, in an 
eaſy, familiar manner, we may give it the following 
paraphraſe : 
_ < Tfrael, God has now conducted you through the 
wilderneſs, and brought you in ſight of the promiſed 
land. And, agreeably to his ſacred promiſe, you will 
ſoon take poſſeſſion of it. The preſent inhabitants of 


dhe land will be delivered into your hands, and you 
| will 


8 
will become entitled to all their privileges; there you 
if | will enjoy the greateſt profuſion of - earthly bleſſings. 
5 Du ſhall be fed with butter of fine, and milk of ſheep, with 
5 = fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Baſhan, and goats, 
* with the fat of kidneys of wheat, and thou ſhalt drink the 
| pure blood of the grape. In one word, your bleſſings | 
| ſhall far exceed thoſe enjoyed by any nation under 
heaven. But alas! ſuch is your depraviiy, ſuch your 
unparalleled ingratitude as a people; that while you 
ſtand encircled by the innumerable mercies of God, 
your impious mouths will execrate his. government. 
You will forſake his ordinances ; you will join your- 
ſelves to idols, and imitate the 8 practices of the 
| heathen , ea, you will lightly gſteem that God who has 
raiſed you from the /owe/t abyſs of ſlavery and wretch- 
edneſs to the very ſummit of human independence and 
proſperity.” Theſe ſentiments ſeem to be implied i in 
the prediction of Moſes in our text: | 
And by looking forward to the ninth chapter of Ne- 
| hemiah, we may learn that this prediction was accu- | 
rately accompliſhed. 
The Prophet, ſpeaking of the poſterity of thoſe who 
went out of Egypt, obſerves ; © So the children went 
|} in and poſſeſſed the land, and thou ſubduedſt before 
4 them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and 
i gaveſt them into their hands, with their kings, and the 
people of the land, that they might do with them as 
i they would. And they took ſtrong. cities, and a fat 
þ land, and poſſeſſed houſes full of all goods, wells dig- 
q ged, vineyards, and oliveyards, ; and fruit trees in abun- 
| dance; ſo they did eat, and were filled, and became 
ID fat, and * e in thy great goodneſs. 
. | | * 


9. 
Nevertheleſs, they were Assbedtent, and rebelled 
againſt thee, and caſt thy law behind their backs, and 
flew th prophets which teſtified againſt them, to turn 
them to thee, and they wrou ght great provocations.“ 
Thus the prophecy in our text was accurately ful- 
filled. As Moſes foretold, ſo they became fat. They 
were planted * in the richeft and beſt cultivated part of 
creation, © The providence of God indulged them, 
not only with all the comforts and ene nern but 
with all the vanities and luxuries of life. tie Atte 
In addition to theſe things, they poſſeſſed the beſt 
code of civit laws, by which any Tociety had been gov- 
erned, finte the creation of man. Nor were they leſs 
diſtinguiſhed, 3 at that day, in point of religious privi- 
lege.” While all other nations were involved in groſs 
Ignorance, ſuperſtition and idolatry,” with no uticor- 
rupjed ſource of information, but the feeble light of 
| natiire, to lead them to the'proper knowledge and wor- 
| hip of the true God? they were favoured with imme- 
diate revelation from heaven, in which the divine thar- 
35 ater, their duty, a and che way and conditions of ſalva- 
tion by the Redeemer, were unfolded. e Neverthe- 
lets, they \ were dilobedient, they febelled againſt the 
Moſt Hi gh, caſt his law behind their Or and 
5 wrought great provocations.” ww 14907. boron 9801 
Having explained the Per sty — in our 
text, and ſeen it accompliſhed' by the Jews,” the! Hair 18 
prepared for ſome profitable improvement. 
By a review of the receding obſervations, we nat- 
urally infer, that the Jews were under great and indiſ- 
able obligations to live in the conſtant exerciſe of 
5 Stefol feelings” towards their” r we 1 n 
| B Renee we 


a 
we e F . a be Shs or thankfallef 
for the, beſtowment of fayours. To thoſe, from 
whom we have received nothing, we do not owe the 
tribute of gratitude. The laws of benevolence, how- 
ever, require that we ſhould treat them kindly, and do 
by them as we would that they ſhould do by us, under 
@ reverſe of cixcumſtances. But to thoſe, from whom 
we have received favours, we owe a. grateful tribute ; 
and our obligation to make this remittance, 1s invaria- 
bly proportionate to favours received. This maxim 
being admitted, it follows from the foregoing hiſtory, 
that the Jews were under ſingular obligation to live in 
the conſtant exerciſe of that noble affection now under 
conſideration; for from God they eee the moſt 
ſingular bleſings. 8 
But however great their obligation to gratituc s | It 
did not, no, my hearers, it could not, exceed th 
der which God in his Providence 0 placed the l. 
-rican nation. 

While co counting the Aiſtinguiſhed mercies, beſtowed 
on Jeſnhuun, or ancient Iſrael, we cannot but notice a 
ſtriking analogy between the diſpenſations of Heaven 
towards them and the people of this country. As, in 
that period, they were the highly favoured people of 
che Lord; ſo are we, in the preſent. They were not 
more diſtinguiſhed, in point of privilege, among the 
Ancients, than ve among the Moderns. © As in water, 
face anſwereth to face,” ſo the merciful diſpenſations 
of Providence towards them, ſtrikingly repreſent his 
merciful diſpenſations towards 1 


In reading their hiſtory, we find a period, when 5 


they were — with the galling yoke of ſlavery. 
Their 


— 


pups 


Their natural rights and n were e cur- 
tailed; and in this ſituation, they afford a bright mir⸗ 
ror, in which we might once Tee ourſelves. The de- 
| mands of Egypt's haughty Monarch upon the Hebrews 
were but little inferior, in point of unreaſonableneſs, 
erueity, and oppreſſion, to the demands of the Britiſh 
King and Court upon the American Colonies. But, 
from the unxeaſonable oppreſſion, under which the 
Hebrews groaned, the benevolent arm of IxHOVvAH 
wrought deliverance. He ſaw their tears of affliction. 
Their cries and groanings reached his ear. Compaſ- 
ſion followed. Moſes was raifed up, inſpired with an 
unuſual degree of wiſdom, fortitude, zeal, and mode- 
ration, and made the important inſtrument of effecting 
the freedom and independence of his nation. And 
who can contemplate their deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage, and not diſcern a' ſtriking analogy between 
that. and our deliverance from Britiſh oppreſſion? Nor 
is the analogy between the events more conſpicuous, 
than between the inſtruments by which they were ac- 
| compliſhed. Perhaps two men have not exiſted, in 
any period of time, who, in many important views, ſo 
nearly reſembled each other, as Moses and Wasn- 
'INGTON. As the former was the inſtrument; under 
Providence, of effecting the freedom and independence 
of the Jewiſh nation; ſo was the latter, of effecting 
the freedom and independence of the American | 
nation. 
There is 1575 an evident reſemblance between the 
. natural rights and privileges which the ancient Ifrael- 
ites enjoyed, and thoſe enjoyed by the py of this 
country. 


hy Judea, 
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ranean, the Red Sea, and the Sea of zalilee, was ad- 
2 ſituated for trade and commerce. But how- 


EE 

It is conceded by all 3 . 2 is 
better watered than any part of the habitable globe; 
« and that not only for the ſupport | of life, and all the 
purpoſes of fertility, but for the conyenience of trade, 


and the intercourſe of each part with the others.” 
Not more than three of our. States are excluded the 
23 ocean; ; and even theſe, eurer the reſt, de- 


„„ 


no ſooner mention the ſubject, than 2 widely extended 


and — trade 0 commerce, time would 45 : Wwe 


field opens before us; to trayerſe which, muſt highly 
feaſt our imagination, in an hour unoccupied, We 


proceed with our compariſon. As 
As the ſoil, which God gave the Hraelites, was fer- 


tile and luxurious; ſo is ours. Than this, no ane 
country affords a greater variety of the neceffaries, 


comforts, and elegancies of life, 
And as God fayoured his ancient people vith | fruit- | 


ful ſeaſons, ſo he has us. For many years paſt, our 


crops have been exceedingly plentiful, and the voice 
of want not heard in our ſtreets, , But to an unuſual 
degree has this been the caſe the preſent Year. <« The 
Lord has viſited the earth and. watered. it. He has 
greatly enriched it with the river of God, which i is full 
of water. He has prepared us corn when he has fo 
_ provided 
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d for it. He Has tered: i ridges thereof 
bo woe es ; he Has ſettled the furrows thereof; he 
has made it ſoft with ſhowers; he has bleſſed the 
ſpringing thereof. He has erowned the year with his 
goodneſs, and his paths have dropped fatneſs. They 
have dropped Upon: the' paſtures of the wilderneſs ; and 
the little hills Have rejoiced on every fide. The paſ- 
_ tures haye been clothed 7 "with\flooks, and the vallies 
rovered with corn.” | 
. 'Seldbin, if ever, bas this country produced a great- 
er variety and abundance, than the ſeaſon paſt. This 
obſervation applies, not only to this town, and the 
tovyns in this vicinity, bur to this Commonwealth; to 
all the New England States; and indeed, to the United 
States in general. The earth has yielded m/t profuſely. 
And never was the period known, when the inhabit- 
ants of this coutitry; and probably of any other, made 
fuch rapid progreſs in the accumulation of wealth, as 
at the preſent day. This obſervation is verified, in al- 
moſt all claſſes of men. And as God has graciouſſy 
provided us the means of ſubſiſtence, ſo our lives and 
health have been the continued object of his care. 
Though a fatal diſeaſe has prevailed in ſome of our 
capitals; yet, in general, the voice of health has been 
heard. This has been emphatically: true of the people 
in this ſoeiety. By the bleſſing of Heaven, we have 
Enjoyed * an unuſual degree of health. 
But to return to the ' analogy between us and a an- 
dent Iſrael. 


+ £4 # + 


an — bee of chir vs. Their — advan- 
tages were far ſuperior to what any other nation then 
| enjoyed. 
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— 


enjoyed. But, even in this reſpect, they were not 
more diſtinguiſhed from other mano, at , As 5 
than we are at the preſent. | ö 
We have lived to ſee the American States united un · 
der a general conſtitution, which guaranties to the in- 
dividual States a republican form of government ; ; and 
guards their rights and liberties, under all circum- 
ſtances, with equal ſagacity and faithfulneſs as its own. 
The individual States enjoy as great a degree of inde; 
pendence, as a general confederation can conſiſtently 
admit. Nor is it believed, by thoſe acquainted with 
the licentious principles of human nature, that the 
federal conſtitution could long exiſt, otherwiſe than 
nominally, and be of general ſervice to the States, 
were any of its power or efficiency abridged. Were 

we to curtail its power and render it leſs energetic, it 
-would ſoon reſemble, like our ancient confederation, 
a many-headed monſter ; and inſtantly become fright- 
ful to all the enlightened friends of hberty and order. 
We do not mean to refle& upon our former govern- 
ment. It was undoubtedly uſeful in its day. But 
ſuch was the ſituation of our country at that period, 
being invaded by a foreign enemy, (which had a natu- 
ral tendency to unite us among ourſelves) and not ſo 
accompliſhed in the arts of intrigue, that a govern- 
ment which would then ſecure. general union and reg- 
ularity, would not, it is probable, under preſent, cir- 
- cumſtances, ſave us from the horrors of party ſpirit, 
anarchy and confuſion, That our conjecture is high- 
ly probable, if not abſolutely true, might appear by 
tracing the riſe and progreſs of certain lawleſs, violent 
proceedings, in this Commonwealth, a few years ſince ; 
but 


* 


but theſe, inſtead of reviving, we wiſh to cover whdea a 
_ mantle of charity. We are taught to . pray for our 
re and to forgive thoſe who treſpaſs againſt us.“ 
It 5s ſaid that our conſtitution involves deficiences 
x wii imperfections. Nor can this be denied by any 
who believe it to be the production of man; for his 
ways are imperfect. And on ſuppoſition it were to be 
carefully reviewed by the moſt enlightened and diſin- 
tereſted part of our fellow citizens, and undergo ſuch 
alterations as their wiſdom ſhould dictate, it would till 
be juſtly liable to the charge of imperfection; for, in 
its moſt improved ſtate, i it would be no more than the 
creature of man. But, it is very doubtful whether 
ſuch a review would not be attended with many more 
f An than beneficial conſequence. 0 
Notwithſtanding the imperfections of our a 
2 conſtitution, ſhould we, in the hour of cool reflection, 
feel willing to have it annihilated, and run the riſk of 
obtaining a better? Would not ſuch an experiment 
be, to the laſt degree, hazardous ? ? And, were we to 
make it, ſhould we not reſemble a man who truſts a 
very handſome fortune in a lottery, in which there is 
only one chance to a thouſand to mend his circum- 
ſtances, and a thouſand to one to become a great 
| loſer? ? Such are the paſſions of human nature, that 
we cannot with more ſafety truſt our rights and liber- 
ties to their diſpoſal, than we could our fortune to a 
lottery. The experience of ages has taught, that. 
revolutions in government are extremely dangerous. 
They not only greatly impoveriſh; but waſte the hu- 
man ſpecies ; hence ſhould never be encouraged; un- 
| leſs neceſſity requires. But is this the caſe with us ? 


1 
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Does- our conſtitution deprive us of our tights; or-exett 
ſo much as endanger. our liberties ?- _ its adminif{- 


tration, thus far, diſcouraged a ſpirit, of enterpriſe; 
' retarded improvement in uſeful arts; loaded us with 


taxes; depreſſed, and made us por and wretched? 
Has it produced any of theſe baneful effects? What 


has previouſly been obſerved reſpecting the general 


prolperity of our ng Ne r gh Wirtes By 


contrary. 


Notwithſtanding all that imperſatiions of: gur n | 


conſtitution, does it not equal, in real excelleney, any , any 


conſtitution of civil government no in Exiſtence 


What nation is in the poſſeſſion of a better ? Should 
we be willing to exchange with any nation in Europe ? 


Indeed, were we to examine all the forms of civil 


government now in exiſtence, and then minutęly fur- 


vey the page of ancient hiſtory, could we find any 


form, either ancient or modern, for which, all things 
cCeonſidered, we ſhould feel willing to exchange our 


preſent conſtitution ? In this reſpe& we are. not leſs 


diſtinguiſhed from other nations, at the A day, 


than were the Jews formerly. 
And as, in addition to their 3 _d their civil 


privileges, they enjoyed ſuperior. religious favours ; ſo 


do we. What nation now. exiſting enjoys more reli- 


gious privileges than the people of this country: ? We 
are all in the full, uninterrupted | oſſeſſion 
of conſcience. The Goſpel is in our hands, with all 
its divine inſtitutions; and in point of religious privi- 
lege we are, like Capornaum of 9s, Wed unto 


of the rights 


heaven. 
Having briefly. enuperated ſome. of fon, national fa- 


* Yours, we cannot but ſee, that, like ancient Iſrael, we 


are 


17 
are under indiſpenſable obligation to. live in the con- 
ſtant exerciſe of grateful feelings towards the ſupreme. 


Governor of the univerſe. As our privileges are not Eh 


inferior to theirs, ſo neither is our obligation to grati- 
tude. From the ſame exhauſtleſs fountain, which 
; ſupplied them, all our bleſſings flow. In the height 
of our, proſperity, we have nothing, which, indepen- 
dently of Him; we can call our own. In Him we 
live and move and have our being. And every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights.“ To his watchful 
' providence we are indebted for the preſervation of 
life and health. It is owing to his ſovereigh mercy, 
that © the lines have fallen to us in pleaſant places, 
and that we have a goodly heritage.” When we have 
done all in our power towards preparing our land for 
a crop, it becomes us to remember that its increaſe 
depends on Him alone. Our united ſtrength and 
wiſdom cannot cauſe the tnoſt ptolific ſeed to vegetate. 
it is He who clothes the fields with verdure, and L pres 
vides ſuſtenance for man and beaſt. 
Nor are we leſs dependent on Him for our civil and 
teligious privileges. It was He who gave ſucceſs to 
our arms, broke the yoke of oppreſſion, and eſtabliſh- 
| ed our freedom and independence. Our moſt accom- 
pliſhed, counſellors and warriors were but in/fruments 
in His hand; without His all powerful aid, their ut- 
moſt efforts had proved unſucceſsful. < If it had not 
been the Lord who was on our fide, when men roſe up 
againſt us, then they had ſwallowed us up quick, when 
their, wrath was kindled againſt us. Bleſſed be the 
Lord, . who bath £ not given us a prey to their teeth. 
The 
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The 1 990 is Ven, 3 we are r Our help | 


is 1 in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth.“ 3 


From the ſame fruitful Darcy of goodnels we de- 
rive our preſent unparalleled national happineſs. = 
While Europe preſents little elſe than one general | 


1 ſcene of war, blood and carnage, our eyes are bleſſed 


with the delightful ſcenes of peace. And while many 
nations are groaning under the yoke of abſolute def- 
potiſm, we are admitted to all the rights of freedom. 
Theſe things, my , brethren, lay us under the, moſt 
ſolemn and indiſpenſable obligation to return an un- 
feigned tribute of praiſe to our glorious Creator. At 
the remembrance of ſuch ſingular mercies, our hearts 
ſhould glow with the moſt pure and ardent affeQion. 
And we ſhould be very careful that our affections be 
not. confined to the favours of God, as was the caſe 
with the Iſraelites, who were miraculouſly delivered 


from their enemies at the Red Sea, and the five thou- 


ſand whom Chriſt miraculoully fed. Though the for- 


mer joined with Moſes and Aaron in profeſſed ac- 


knowledgments of praiſe to their great Deliverer; 
and though the latter followed Chriſt, and called kink 
e Rabbi, Rabbi,“ yet they were alike influenced by a 
ſpirit of ſelfiſhneſs. Said Chriſt to the multitude, * Ye 
ſeek me, not becauſe ye ſaw the miracle, but becauſe 
ye did eat of the loaves and were filled.” If our hearts 
be poſſeſſed of genuine gratitude, we love the true 
character of God, and can join with the Prophet in the 
following ſentiment ; © Although the fig-tree ſhall 
not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vine, the la- 
bour of the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no 
meat, 
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meat, the flocks ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there 
ſhall be no herd in the ſtall; yet will I rejoice in the 
Lord; I will j joy in the God X my ſalvation.” _ 

But an important queſtion now ariſes. Is this the 
caſe? Are we thus ſupremely attached to the God of 
heaven ? What return do we make for fayours receiv- 
ed? Do we not in this reſpect, as in the enjoyment of 
privileges, reſemble ancient Iſrael? When they waxed 
fat, they kicked. Notwithſtanding the innumerable 
ble ſings which. God heaped upon them, yet they were 
diſobedient: They rebelled againſt Him; caſt His law 
behind their backs, forſook His ordinances, impeach- 
ed His government, and reprobated the conduct of 
his ſervant Moſes, who was the leading inſtrument, 
in effecting their freedom and independence. They 
wiſhed themſelves in their former fituation, and gave 
ſuch latitude to their ungrateful paſſions, as to accuſe 
God and his ſervant Moſes of baſe, and even murder- 
| o defigr ons, in conducting them out of Egypt. Not- 
withſtanding” all the wonders which God wrought 
before their eyes, yet, 2 as the divine hiſtorian obſerves, 
66 they ſoon, forgat his works: They waited not for his 
counfel; but luſted exceedingly. in the wilderneſs, 
and tempted God in the deſert. They envied Moſes 
alſo i in the camp, and Aaron the faint of the Lord. 
They made a calf in Horeb, and worſhipped the mol- 
ten image. They forgot God their Saviour which had 
done great things in Egypt, wondrous works in the 
land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red Sea. Vea, 
they deſpiſed the pleaſant land ; they believed not his 
word, but murmured in their tents, and hearkened 


not unto the voice of the Lord. They did not deſtroy 
the 
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the la concerning whom the 4 commanded 
them ; but were mingled among the heathen,, an 


learned their works. And they ſerved their idols 
| which were a ſnare unto them; Thus were > they de- 


filed with their own works,” 
But however black and deformed the Zi which 


has now been drawn of ancient Iſrael, neither its fea- 


tures, nor complexion, are inferior to the real charac- 
ter of our nation. As their national privileges were 
not ſuperior to ours; ; ſo neither were their A f 
and impiety. 
Like them we SLY BRED | fat; ; AT Uke them. we 
have kicked. We have forſaken God who made us, 
and lightly eſteemed the Rock of our falyation. | 5 
Notwithſtanding we are favoured with ſuch a plen- 
ty and yariety of the comforts of life; yea, notwith- 
ſtanding we haye floated in wealth ie luxury; 1 he 
nothing has been more common than the yoice of ſu 


picion and complaint. The weather does not oftener 


vary, than murmurs of ſome kind or other are uttered 
againſt the providence of God. If the ſun be per- 


mitted to ſhine without interruption for a few days, a 


general ſuſpicion ariſes, that a ſcorching drought is 
near, which will parch up the fruits of the earth, and 
turn our fields into barrenneſs. On the contrary, if 


the earth receive an unuſual quantity of rain, our fears 


are excited, leſt the ſeed we have depoſited in it ſhould 
periſh, and never yegetate and come to maturity. Of 


the latter ſpecies of complaint, a ſtriking exhibition 


was given at the opening of the laſt Spring. But God 
has once more given evidence ſufficient to convince 
n being, not * devoid of reflection, that our 

ſuſpicions 
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ſuſpicions and complaints are, to "=; laſt degree, un- 

reaſonable. For, as has been remarked i in the progreſs 

of this diſcourſe, the memory of man does not recog- 

nize a period, in which the earth has yielded more co- 
piouſly, than the ſeaſon paſt. 5 

But all its riches and plenty do not quiet the mur- 

| murings of the human heart, nor meliorate its affec- 


tions, and inſpire it with the noble ſentiments, of 


gratitude and benevolence. * 

The voice of complaint is Kill heard. 8 per- 
haps, recourſe cannot be had to a period, when the 
people of this country were more avaricious, and more 
inclined to extort extravagant prices for the articles of 


which they have to diſpoſe, than the preſent. Though 5 


they have twice ſo many articles to diſpoſe of as com- 
mon, yet et their demands for them are double; 3 nor 


with this are they fatisfied, but like the daughters of 


the horſe-leech ſtill cry, Give, give 


Never did the ſins of covetouſneſs, fraud and diſim- | 
ulation operate with leſs reſtraint, What deception, | 


what unfaithfulneſs, is often diſcovered in various 
mechanical productions? And how abominably adul- 
terated are many articles which the trader recommends 
as genuine? Like whited ſepulchres they appear 
beautiful, outwardly, but within! let eee 
make the application. 

This know, ſaid the Apoſtle to Timothy, that 


in the laſt days perilous times ſhall come. For men 


ſhall be lovers of their own ſelves, covetous, boaſters, 


| 5 , blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, unthank- 


ul unholy, without natural affection, truce-breakers, 


falle accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe 
that 
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that are good, traitors, heady, high minded, lovers. of 
pleaſure more, than lovers of God. al From the con- 
duct of mankind there is reaſon to conclude, that we 
live in the period of which the Apoſtle ſpoke ; 'for the 
vices enumerated in this black catalogue are exceed- 


ingly prevalent at the preſent day. Theſe are the 


fruits with which 1 we Tepay an acer God for his 
ae bleſſings. 
We hope, however, that theſe are not the offeiivigs 
of every heart. In times of greateſt degeneracy 
among the Jews, ſome might be found, who retained 
a grateful ſenſe of tlie goodneſs of Heaven; and this 
we believe to be the caſe now. Though ſins of ever 
kind abound, and though ſelfiſhneſs Predominates in 
moſt people; yet there are ſome penitent, devout 
ſouls, who, like pious Jab, offer facrifices to God not 
only for themſelves, but for their ſons and others. 
But the general ſpirit of the times is a ſpirit of cov- 


etouſneſs, murmuring. and ingratitude. : | 


It has been obſerved i in the proſecution of this dil. 
courſe, that, with reſpe& to political advantages, we 
ſtand unequalleq among the nations of the earth. 
Hence it is reaſonable to expect that our hearts ſhould 
overflow with grateful refleions. But our conduct, 
the beſt expoſitor of aur hearts, evinces the contrary. 

Experience has taught, that, in proportion to the 


increaſe of our civil advantages, complaints have mul- 


tiplied. The more God has done for us as a nation, 
the more has his providence been practically cenſured. 
And the ſame mode of treatment has been diſplayed 
towards thoſe who. have been the important inſtru- 
ments, in his hand, of procuring the unexampled 
privileges 


a 


Pee which » wer now abs | "The more they have | 
laboured to promote the general proſperity of the na- 
tion, ſo much the more have the envenonied tongue | 
and pen of ſlander ſought to wound their peace and 
reputation. This is the gratitude of human nature! 
Nor is the diſcovery new; for its operations have 
been the ſame in every uk of t time. How perti- 
nent, and how often verified the words of inſpiration, 
Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will he not 
learn righteouſneſs.” The truth of this obſervation 
has been demonſtrated, . not only by individuals, but 
by States, Kingdoms, and Nations. | | 

That the Jews were actuated by this War 
| ſpirit, they- gave the moſt plenary evidence. In pro- 
portion to their proſperity, was their unmindfulneſs of 
the Author of all good. And the more Moſes and 
Aaron, the ſervants of the Lord, laboured to promote 
their happineſs, the more they murmured againſt them. 
And is not this as true reſpecting the Firſt Magiſtrate 
of our nation, (waving the mention of many other 
public characters) as en the N before 
named? | 

Such have been tho. various. ee * 
which Divine Providence has called him to action, 
ſuch his various relations to his country, that he muſt 
have poſſeſſed a greater degree of art and hypocriſy, 
than human nature, even in its moſt depraved ſtate, 
is capable of, to have ſecreted his real character ſo 
long from the view of his fellow- citizens. Had he 
been a ſecret enemy to his country, he would not 
have poſtponed betraying its intereſt till this late pe- 


riod in life. — may deceive for a time; but for 
— them 
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that are good, traitors, heady, high 1 minded, lovers of 
pleaſure more, than lovers of God.“ From the con- 
duct of mankind there i is reaſon to conclude, that” we 
live in the period of which the Apoſtle ſpoke ; for the 
vices enumerated in this black catalogue are exceed 

5 ingly prevalent at the preſent day. Theſe are the 
fruits with which we repay an aer God for his 
fenen bleſſings. . 

We hope, however, that theſe are not the offeritigs 
of every heart. In times of greateſt "degeneracy 
among the Jews, fome might be found, who retained 
a grateful ſenſe of tlie goodneſs of Heaven; and this 
we believe to be the caſe now. Thcügh ns of e every 
kind abound, and though ſelfiſhneſs Predominates in 
moſt people ; yet there are ſome penitent, Foie 

ſouls, who, like pious Jab, offer ſacrifices to God not 

only for themſelves, but for their ſons and others. 
But the general ſpirit of the times is a ſpirit of cov- 
etouſneſs, murmuring. and ingratitude. „„ 

It has been obſerved in the prolecution of this diy 
courſe, that, with reſpect to political advantages, we 
ſtand unequalled among the nations of the earth. 
Hence it is reaſonable to expect that our hearts ſhould 
overflow with grateful refleQions. | But our conduct, 
the beſt expoſitor of aur hearts, evinces the contrary. 

Experience has taught, that, in proportion to the 
increaſe of our civil advantages, complaints have mul- 
tiplied. The more God has done for us as a nation, 
the more has his providence been practically cenſured. 
And the ſame mode of treatment has been diſplayed 
towards thoſe who. have been the important 1 inſtry- 
ments, in his hand, of procuring the unexampled 

privileges 
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laboured to promote the general proſperity of the na- 
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tion, ſo much the more have the envenomed tongue 


and pen of ſlander ſought to wound their peace and 


| reputation. This is the gratitude of human nature! 


Nor is the diſcovery new ; for its operations have 
been the ſame in every ak of time. How perti- 


nent, and how often verified the words of inſpiration, 


< Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will he not 
learn righteouſneſs.” The truth of this obſervation 
has been demonſtrated, not only by individuals, but 
by States, Kingdoms, and Nations. 

That the Jews were actuated by this angrateful 
ſpirit, they gave the moſt plenary evidence. In pro- 
portion to their proſperity, was their unmindfulneſs of 
the Author of all good. And the more Moſes and 


Aaron, the ſervants of the Lord, laboured to promote 


their happineſs, the more they murmured againſt them. 
And is not this as true reſpecting the Firſt Magiſtrate 
of our nation, (waving the mention of many other 


public eee as ene the Wr n 


named? . 

Such have been the various. W 8 
which Divine Providence has called him to action, 
ſuch his various relations to his country, that he muſt 
have poſſeſſed a greater degree of art and hypoctiſy, 
than human nature, even in its moſt depraved ſtate, 
is capable of, to have ſecreted his real character ſo 
long from the view of his fellow-citizens. Had he 
been a ſecret enemy to his country, he would not 
have poſtponed betraying its intereſt till this late pe- 
riod in life. Men may deceive for a time ; but for 
- | them 
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them long to perſevere 1 in promoting a cauſe to which 
they are ſecretly oppoſed, is very uncommon. Indeed, 5 
ſuch a ſuppoſition involves an abſurdity, eſpeci ally 
when they are preſented with convenient opportunĩ- 
ties, and with every inducemient which can | PENS 
upon a ſelfiſh heart, to betray ET 

We do and muſt judge of inen by their own „ alu, 


and not by the partial, unjuſt repreſentation of their 
enemies. That being our ſtandard, can we reaſonably 


doubt the ſincerity of the Preſident of the United 
States ? To his imperfections, i it is true, we ought not to 
be blind; nor ought we to idolize him, nor to ſuppoſe 
it * for him to err. But notwithſtanding he 
is an imperfect being, yet, has he not given as clear 
evidence of love to his country, as it is poſſible for 
man to give? Has he not uniformly ſought its gen- 
eral intereſt? Who can read his Official Letters to 
Congreſs during the late war; who ean contemplate 
the immenſe dangers to which he has voluntarily ex- 
poſed his health and life in his country's ſervice; in 
one word, who can view his various exertions tt the 
feld and in the cabinet, and not ſee the moſt luminous, 
irreſiſtible proof of his ſuperior abilities, and diſintereſt- 
ed love to the American nation? Where is the man, 
therefore, in whom we can repoſe confidence, if not 
in him? Has he not a juſt right to exped? our confi- 
dence? Yea, is he not entitled to our highef efteem 
and to our warmeſt gratitude ? 

But, notwithſtanding all theſe things, painful ex- 
perience has taught him, that the higheſt degree of 
ingratitude, attended with the moſt invidious reflec- 
tions, is the beſt return which many will make, for 
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all kis fleepleſs nicht, his anxious watchings, and his 
arduous and inceſſant labours to promote their beſt in- 
tereſt. But may Almighty God grant him a large 
_ ſhare. of that heavenly nieekneſs and diſintereſted pat- 
| Teh which ſo eminently pervaded the heart of 
| Moſes ; like him, may he not be left to 

ak, unadviſedly with his lips. And may he poſſeſs 
no; ol the meekneſs of Moſes, but the patience of 
Job, the wiſdom of Solomon, and the piety of David. 
May his errors be corrected, and he long continued 
the guardian of our rights and liberties. May falſe 
accuſers be clothed with ſhame, and the ungtateful 
convinced and reformed. May nothing take place 
which ſhall involve us in the horrors of anarchy, the 
ravages of war, or the terrors of HO and on 


preſſion. 
And while we Gebete and ſein our ingrat- 


itude for natural and civil privileges, let us not be un- 
mindful of our abuſe of religious advantages. Our re- 
ligious favors far exceed thoſe enjoyed by ancient Iſrael: 
but our privileges do not more furpaſs their's; than 
does our miſimprovement of them. Never did Amer- 


ica ſee a period, when licentiouſneſs, infidelity, and 
open oppoſition to the inſtitutions of Chriſtianity tri- 


umphed, as at the preſent day. Many come forward and 
| boldly deny the divinity of the holy ſcriptures ; ; others 
pervert and explain away their genuine meaning, and 
pretend to derive ſentiments from them, of which they 
afford not the leaſt evidence, and which are no leſs 


injurious to the morals of ſociety, than the principles 


of open infidelity. By many the ſabbath is awfully 
profaned, and improved, either as a day of buſineſs 
D | £38 
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or viſiting, amuſement and pleaſure. How often is 
the ear of piety grated by the moſt horrid oaths and 
imprecations? How many of our youth are early 
taught to tread the hard beaten and crowded paths of 
diſſipation, intemperance, and debauchery ? To the 
melting invitations of divine love, preſented in the gol. 
pel, the ears of men are deaf. How often are the pun- 
gent, humiliating, and ſelf. denying doctrines of the 
croſs, made a ſubject of ſport, ridicule, and contempt ? 
The moral ſentiments and taſte of too. many at the 
preſent day, coincide with ſome who were cotempo- 
raries with the Prophet Iſaiah; Which ſaid to the 
ſeers, See not; and to the prophets, Propheſy not un- 
to us right things ; ; ſpeak unto us ſmooth things; 
_ propheſy deceits. To have their hearts unmaſked, 
their real character expoſed, and their hopes and ac- 
tions examined by the unerring ſtandard of truth, 

ſome are unwilling. The ſight is too horrid to be- 
hold, the operation too painful to endure. For ev. 
ery one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, leſt his deeds thould be re- 
proved.“ 

Thus ſhamefully do we abuſe our religious privileges. 
Even under the meridian light of the goſpel, infidelity, 
irreligion, and every ſpecies of iniquity triumph and 
prevail. 

Hence the neceflity of repentance and reformation 
forcibly ruſhes upon our minds. Therefore, while we 
recognize the diſtinguiſhed bleſſings which God has be- 
| ſtowed on our nation, and on us as individuals, and 
while we hear our obligation to render the tribute of 
gratitude, let us with deep contrition condemn our im- 
pus. 
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pious ingratitude, and all our vic of unrighteouſ.. 
neſs, that we may be prepared to make God ſome ſuit- 
able return for the numberleſs mercies of ww he 

has made us the unworthy objects. | 
Let us prize the invaluable privileges which we en- 
joy. May our our hearts be no longer influenced by 
the baſe principles of ingratitude, jealouſy and com- 
plaint; leſt, like rebellious Iſrael, we provoke God 
to reverſe his dealings. As they were once diſtinguiſh- 
ed with privileges; ſo, in conſequence of their miſim- 
provement of them, they are now diſtinguiſhed with 
judgments. They ſtand a conſpicuous monument 
among all nations, of God's irreconcileable oppoſition 
to the works of unrighteouſneſs. Inſtead of mercies, 
he has heaped miſchiefs upon them.” The privi- 
leges, which they enjoyed and abuſed, were taken 
from them and given to another nation. And theſe 
things are recorded for a warning to us ; therefore let 
us take heed leſt we fall under the fame condem- 
nation. 

To conclude Let us render to all their duls ; trib- 
ute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, 
fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor. . To Ceſar 
the things which are Ceſar s, and to God the things 
which are God's.” . 


THE END. 
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